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and the order of worship. That's an important thing to understand. The music is a vital
element." He says that as a child he would look forward to the hymns in the Liturgy, the
sound of which soothed and inspired his youthful mind. He says he recalls singing in the

congregation at St. Mary's on Sunday in the presence of the priest at the Holy Mass. "I had no
idea what was going on. I was just a little boy, and I sang like an angel," he says. "I loved that
music. And when I started to learn to play guitar, I soon realized that you could combine the
best of both worlds. "A man like Senegalese is a rare thing," says Mr. Monyekulu, "but he will

be an asset to any church. For a long time, these people were left behind. They were
regarded as second-class citizens. But here he is, a man of God, promoting African culture
among people who are usually only seen as unclean. "They weren't only playing music for

him, they were teaching him about the culture and the philosophy that they had. They gave
him a family and it's something that will stay with him. That's something you don't realize

when you're young." At the end of the service, the congregation gathers near the coffin on its
way to the burial ground, its thin carpet of red, white and green pennants bearing images of
religious figures. There is a powerful sense of sadness, but also pride and prideful joy. As he
walks away, the Rev. Monyekulu says he is like someone walking through a forest. "Yes, he's

been part of the trees," he says. "But the future will have even better trees. That's a
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